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BROOKER’'S KING OF THE ROAD!
Senior Road Race Chaspion,and
rd slong with tne one
Hrooker becomes the

DAVE BROOKER(VC ETOILE) 4o the 1988 Sussex Division 3CP
vhon he receives nis medal $t will look very nice on als sidebos
ne won in December @s the Soutn of England cyclo-cross champion.
£iftn £toile member to win tne senior title since 1977.

Brooker won the race in classic style,from the front,but aftorwards ne was full of
praise for Louis Passfield, tho Hastings & St.Leonsards CC-SW Cycles rider,who uhared
the lsad with nim for the last thirty miles of the yace. Bissfield came to Sussex thie
yoar from Scovland,and last montn wis involved in & preak in & race at Ninfield won by
another Ztoile rider,Mike Coyle.
The Sussex title race over 832-mile
Hollingly-Cowbeech=Vines Cross circuit be
Cowbeech circuit for the orucisl stages w.
the {inioh was situsted. The weathor did its best
with some heavy downpours and crackling thunder in between tne better periods,

The field soom thinned out for various ressons,wita early retiroments including Faul
Lipoconbe (Central Sussex),Hon Pannell (Regont ), lan Lesding(Wortaing),and Bastbourre's
Mark Williams,back on the scene after several sosgon's absonce. Later,one of tne race
favourites,ftoile's Mike Coyle,went out following a puneture.
Little of any consegquence bippened on the Hellingly circuit,apart from one point where
the riders had the chance 1o exchange greetings to the juniors rucing in the opposite
direction! But tne Hellingly circult served %o soften tne field up and on the last lap
Brooker and Passfield decided tney were in with @ real chance and storwed away. As they
toppod Kingsley Hill for the first time they had 2m.45secs. in nand over the oteadily
toinning main field.
With 24-miles left the race was on in earnest sad the two leaders pad to pull out all
the stops L they wore to stay clear, Thera were otill some notable riders ready to
pounce in tho pack. A lap later,to the accompaniment of & large clap of thunder,tno
pair had lost 45secs. of their lead. Jut althougn Brooker wasn't foolishly going 0
do dnything yet to creak taeir rhytma,ne did look ntronger than Prasfield as he came
up the finisning hill again. The Etoile riders rad been tipped off prior to the stirt
on the likely psttern of the rece and #0 far it was conforming to that patiern.

Third timo up the nill and tpe lasd was down to lm.2Dsecs,but a lap later,ss they
heard the welcoming sound of the bell,tne peir otill neld & useful lm.5secs. advantage.
The Cowbeach circuit is mostly twisting and it enables sscaposs to stay out of signt
bat at Poul Mile tne long straight gives tne bunch the chance to glimpse riders ahesd,
It was hore that Srooker and Passfield truly earned their meduls for they refused to
let up. As they came into sight at the foot of Kingsley Hill the bunch wore now 60
close behind that it looked like @ bunca finish out then Brooker powered up the climb
to win the title and was almost &5 pleased that Fassfield managed 0 stay clear 10 take
the silver medal shead of teammate Dave Handing.

The race was well-organised,and certainly there was a greas desl of support from the
clubs,officials,and 30 on,but & service venicle would hisve come in hiandy,and if it oad
been held on a Sunday one or two riders wouldn't have been excluded.

HESULT:- lst Dave Brooksrévc Etoile) tne B3%-miles in snrs.’%m.4Us. 2nd L.Passfield

(Bastings). srd D,Harding(Bastings). 4tn .Austin(VC Btoile). sth J. Johns ton (Mastings ).
6th Martin Murkowski(Hatings). All sume time a8 winner. 7th A.Green(VC Etoile). 8th
R.Kennison(Dinnington RC). 9th Mark Markowoki(mistings). lUth C.7amon(Central Sussex).
11th M.Scott(Bistings). 12th 7,Msirs(Central Sussex). 15tn P.Blacimore(Bast Crinstead).
14th A.Hillman(Histings). 15th M,Jones(G5 Stella). All &t 1m.40s, 16th N.Liston
(Worthing Bxcelsior) at 8m.40a. 40 entrants. .

46-#ile Junior Ciasmpionsnip, Tnere wes no repeat of lust yesr's race when Regent RC'S
Olaver Davies ran dway witn the title and it ended in & sprint finish,
'-__BB,'U!R:- 18t Nick Smith(Bastbourne Rovers-Pnoenix Cycles) do-miles in 2hrs.4m.Us.
_an-l,_.)n_mo(vc Evoile), 3rd D.Gesls(Bsatvourne). 4tn D.wood(Hastings), Sth J.Buckley
(Worthing Excelsior), 6th ¥.Blann(Bastings). Tth 0.Dsvies(Regent). all same time.
(BtA S mally(Arignton Mitre)-crusned just before tne finisn, 9th S.Pilbean(Boguor CC)s
489 ALAN GREZN CONTINUSD HIS

AFPTER INJURY WITH 4TH IN A KENT
LEAGUE RR AND 2ND IN THE FINAL
FACE OF WORTHING'S EVENING SERIES.)

o was far {rom easy. Riders covered 5 laps of &
fore moving on to 4 lapo of a Runhléke Creen-
ith & climb up Kingaley Hill each lap where
to add to the tougnness of the race
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https://www.facebook.com/andrew.hillman.3517?__tn__=%3C*F
https://www.facebook.com/andrew.hillman.3517?__tn__=-UC*F
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10160042123950878&set=p.10160042123950878&type=3#

